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In this tercentennial edition of PLACE, we honor

Brookline’s special places preserved for us through

the generosity of those worthy citizens, past and

present, who understood the need for nature and

beauty in our lives, the need for meadows and clear

streams, the need for intimate vistas, the need for

majestic trees that stand like a force of nature

asserting the connection between earth and sky. For

so much of what we value in our 300 year old Town

(actually settled in about 1635), we owe a debt of

gratitude to the Sears’, the Olmsted’s, the Lee’s, the

Anderson’s, the Richardson’s, and so many others,

and to the volunteers and advocates and public

servants who assure the legacy that is special to

Brookline continues to be protected and preserved.

The mission of Brookline GreenSpace Alliance is to

preserve, protect and enhance the open spaces of

Brookline. Of course any neglect of our public

spaces and inappropriate development of our

private lands are of paramount concern to the

Alliance, but there is another insidious threat, the

threat of climate change. Climate change or global

warming is still not well understood, but it is clear

that some measure of the warming trend is due to

manmade inventions—inventions that have created

a better life for developed societies. It is our

contention that climate change with its attendant

threats to habitat, natural resources and perhaps,

ultimately, to life as we know it, is the environmen-

tal issue of our time. So, while we celebrate and

cherish our beautiful parks, ponds and fields, we

also urge all to become informed and active in

pursuit of stewardship of planet Earth. Each of us

can make a difference. The choices we make matter.

Our successes and our failures to preserve and

protect open space in our own town will impact our

lives and future generations in small and great ways.

Finally, it is important for all of us to remember

that preserving our quality of life for our families

and community is work that never ends. If we at

Brookline GreenSpace Alliance do our jobs of

advocacy and education well, the torch will be

passed to future generations who will value our

efforts; if not, we will be judged for our failures.

That is the imperative that inspires citizen activists

to carry on.

Frances Shedd Fisher, editor PLACE

“Place is the vessel in
which the spirit of
community is kept.”
From a speech deliverd in

Boston by Donald Rypkema,

consultant to the National Trust

for Historic Preservation, at the

1999 Annual Meeting of

HistoricMassachusetts (HMI)

PLACE is published twice 

a year, in spring and fall, by

Brookline GreenSpace Alliance,

370 Washington Street,

Brookline, MA 02445
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Welcome, Edward Hsieh!
On September 13, 2005, Edward Suyeng Hsieh

became the new Executive Director of Brookline

GreenSpace Alliance, replacing Tina Oddleifson.

Edward is originally from

Houston but lived most

recently in Maryland.

Edward comes to BGSA with

a bachelor’s degree in

Environmental Science and

Public Policy from Harvard

University. He also previ-

ously worked with the U.S.

Environmental Protection

Agency and the U.S. Postal

Service Environmental

Management Policy

Division. Edward and his

fiancée, Judy Wong, recently

moved into the Washington

Square area of Brookline

where they reside with Sago

and Sukiyaki, their two

Himalayan cats, and Kiwi, a young red-eared 

slider turtle. Edward is a violinist and a martial

artist and looks forward to pursuing these 

activities in Brookline.

As Executive Director, Edward will represent

Brookline GreenSpace Alliance on the Open Space

Plan Committee and will represent the interests of

open space protection by participating in

many public meetings and hearings. He will 

lobby for the implementa-

tion of Comprehensive 

Plan commitments to

natural resources.

BGSA maintains an open

door policy and welcomes

members and Parks Friends

to drop by the office to meet

Edward and share ideas.

Edward suggests,“Call first 

to make sure I’m not at a

Friends meeting or out

getting acquainted with

Brookline’s inviting parks

and sanctuaries. Our office 

is conveniently located 

across from the Brookline

Public Library, but if you’d

like to meet for coffee (or

tea!) or at your local park, just let me know.”

Brookline GreenSpace offices are at 370

Washington Street, 2nd Floor; the office telephone

number is 617 277-4777.

Photo by Judy Wong

BGSA supports the goals of the Selectmen’s CPA
Study Committee
By Arlene Mattison

With a proud history of open space conservation,

Brookline is looking forward in this its 300th year

– will we live up to the standard set by our

forebears? How ready will we be to purchase and

protect natural areas significant to our natural

heritage, land necessary for recreational uses, and

open spaces that contribute to our water table or

urban forest? 

Several funding tools are available for conserving

open space. One viable mechanism is bonding to

acquire a particular parcel. Such borrowing when

a particular opportunity presents itself enables a

town to fund the acquisition and pay for it over

several years. Many communities believe that

having an open space acquisition fund enables

them to move quickly when a desired property

becomes available. Brookline has no such fund.

For 100 communities in Massachusetts the

Community Preservation Act (CPA) real property

tax surcharge has supported open space protec-

tion. This tax, matched in part by a state trust

fund, is available for the acquisition, creation and

preservation, and rehabilitation and restoration of

open space and recreational land as well as of

historic resources and community housing. In

2002 the Town of Brookline considered the CPA

and Town Meeting decided not to put the Act to a

town wide vote. Currently our Selectmen have

voted to convene a CPA Study Committee. BGSA

believes it is appropriate at this time to study how

the CPA could work in Brookline. We need to look

at the issue fairly and objectively to assure we take

advantage of any opportunity to match Town

(continued on page 12)
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Our definition of leadership is broad-gauged.

Gifts of land, conservation restrictions and

advocacy qualify, but so does community

commitment to serving the common good,

such as purchases of land for passive and

active recreation using tax-payer funds. As

you read this list we urge you to think about

what Brookline would be like today without

the many examples of leadership exhibited in

this history.

1640 – Captain Joseph Weld received a 2,000-

acre land grant, a portion of which is still

owned by Captain Weld’s descendants and

operated as Allandale Farm (70.11 acres).

(Look for a short history of Allandale Farm in

our spring 2006 edition of PLACE.)

1818 -1903 – In 1818 David Sears (and

somewhat later, Amos Lawrence) began

acquiring land in the area known as

Longwood, stretching from the Charles River

to the Muddy River. By the late 1840’s he had

laid out Longwood Mall, Winthrop Square,

Knyvet Square and Mason Square. By 1849 he

had planted 14,000 trees in the area, includ-

ing the grove of beech trees at Longwood

Mall, considered the oldest such grove in the

nation. In 1902-1903 David Sears’ heirs gave

the four squares to the Town to be used for

public parks.

1843 – Linden Park and Linden Square were

laid out by Thomas Aspinwall Davis with the

assistance of Alexander Wadsworth as the

centerpiece for one of the earliest known

planned suburban developments following

the principles of garden designer Andrew

Jackson Downing.

1850 – The Old Burying Ground on Walnut

Street, consecrated in 1717, was acquired 

by the Town. A Friends group, formed in 2003

by Dorothy Baldini, is working to restore

the space.

1871 – Cypress Field and Brookline Avenue

Playground were the first parcels of land in

the country to be acquired by a municipality

for use as public playgrounds.

1874 – The park-like Walnut Hills Cemetery

on Newton Street was created by the Town;

the 45.26 acres of open space is not, however,

a park and is, therefore, unprotected land.

1880 – The Town’s first Park Commissioners

were elected. Among them, Francis W.

Lawrence, Chair, Charles Sprague Sargent,

Secretary, and Theodore Lyman.

1881 – Frederick Law Olmsted began work

on the Sanitary Improvement of the Muddy

River, incorporating the creation of Riverway

and Olmsted Parks. The land for this

landmark project was purchased between

1881 and 1894. Leverett Pond, in Brookline’s

portion of Olmsted Park, was created from a

malarial swamp near Brookline Village.

Advocates Arlene and Hugh Mattison,

Isabella Callanan, Betsy Shure Gross, Irene

Gillis and Frances Shedd Fisher have worked

for more than 25 years on restoration efforts.

Michael Dukakis, three term governor of

Massachusetts and committed Emerald

Necklace supporter, has served as a model 

for environmental advocacy and leadership 

in Brookline and beyond throughout his 

civic career.

1886 – Brookline Town Meeting, in

response to advocacy by landscape architect

Frederick Law Olmsted and Charles

Sprague Sargent, founding director of the

Arnold Arboretum, created the nation’s first

Tree Planting Committee.

1887 – Beacon Street was widened and trees

were planted following a plan designed by

Frederick Law and John Charles Olmsted.

1891 – The Town acquired 4.54 acres of

marsh land for Longwood Playground. In

1895 Olmsted, Olmsted and Eliot were hired

to improve the land.

1896 – The first state Audubon Society was

founded by Harriet Lawrence Hemenway of

Boston and Brookline, and Minna Hall of

Brookline, whose house in Cottage Farm

overlooks Hall’s Pond.

1899 -1902 – The initial purchases of 124.6

acres of land for Putterham Meadows and

Putterham Woods were accomplished. The

Board of Selectmen insisted the plan selected

for the golf course should preserve the groves

and wooded areas. The Brookline Chronicle

stated in1934 that the course “will be one of

the foremost in the country from the stand-

point of playing qualities and as regards

scenic beauty…”

1900 -1916 — Over almost 50 years, land

continued to be acquired by the Town to

expand Corey Hill Park, and to preserve the

beautiful outlook.

1901 – The Town acquired 4.2 acres from the

Griggs estate to create a playground in 1903.

– The Upland Green (Philbrick Square),

located in the Pill Hill Historic District, was

acquired in 1901. The green is an example of

many small, much beloved pocket parks in

Brookline.

1902 – The Town, aided by neighbors Amy

Lowell, John Charles Olmsted, Walter

Channing, Edward Atkinson and George Lee,

bought what is now Brookline Reservoir

Park, including the reservoir and surrounding

land, from the City of Boston.

1903 – The Town acquired 8.2 acres from the

Amory Land Trust to create a public

playground.

1908 – Two acres of land acquired by the

Town from the estate of Elijah Emerson was

designated as Emerson Garden.

1914 – Land on Pond Avenue, 8.6 acres now

known as Harry Downes Field, was acquired

by the Town from MIT for a playing field.

1914 -1922 – Brookline created a Planning

Board with F. L. Olmsted, Jr. its first chair-

man. The Board established a setback policy

to preserve open space, and a zoning code

was created in 1922.

1932 – The Town and the MDC shared the

cost for the traffic circle, now Horace James

Circle, that was part of the Hammond Pond

Parkway project. An anonymous donor

provided plantings and design by S. N.

Shurcliff. The planting was performed by the

Tree Planting Committee.

1948 – Isabel Anderson’s bequest of her 64-

acre estate to the Town of Brookline led to 

the creation of Larz Anderson Park. In a

failure of advocacy and leadership, the

Anderson mansion was demolished and the

(continued on page 6)
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Shore Losers
U.S. LEADERS, RESIDENTS TURN BACKS ON IMPENDING COASTAL CHAOS

By Jane Holtz Kay 

(Previously published June 15, 2005 on

grist.org, prior to Hurricane Katrina)

Don’t let Beantown become a has-been town.

Buckle your seatbelts: it’s going to be a wet

‘n’ wild ride. That’s the prediction—or,

rather, the certainty—that today’s global

warming carries. Erratic and

unpredictable weather is en route, and

coastal areas are among the places

destined to be hardest hit. So why are

Americans paying so little heed?

As scientists and weather pundits survey 

the winds of change destined to bounce

our thermostats and pivot our climate, the 

political will of the nation seems

becalmed. With change now the constant,

it is high time and high tide to contem-

plate the fate of the half of our population

who live on the nation’s coasts.

Recently, an EPA-funded study predicted 

that massive coastal flooding could

radically alter the landscape of Boston, my

home city, by the end of this century. The

Hub, which prides itself on the “if-you-

don’t-like-it-wait-a-minute” changeability

of its weather, is 

not alone: the East Coast’s problem is

America’s predicament, and the world’s.

Alas, few U.S. residents have yet to

seriously consider the message.

“We should take serious steps and a multi-

faceted approach now if we’re going to

avoid trouble a century from now,” said

Conservation Law Foundation head Philip

Warburg in response to the 160-page

report, which not only underscored the

coming threat, but included graphics

showing how surging seas would affect

some of the city’s streets and landmarks.

“We need an industrial-scale renewal.”

For all the efforts of Warburg and others,

the study seemed to galvanize neither city

officials nor citizens. I heard not a word

on, say, patching the battered Charles

River Dam Bridge, nor on combating an

overflowing Charles River or Boston

Harbor. Not a word about preventing

distress to the institutions facing a soggy

tomorrow, including Mass General

Hospital, the Public Garden, and the

Esplanade. Not a nod to a city’s worth 

of historic structures built on mudflats,

nor plans to protect the already-leaky Big

Dig tunnel, which houses the city’s major

artery, or the vulnerable subway nearby.

Indeed, an opposing attitude toward the

shores prevails. Real-estate pages through-

out New England and elsewhere continue

to feature developer portraits of forth-

coming buildings jutting toward the

ocean, as if the future were a mirage. To 

be realistic, these seaside images should

portray ground-floor tenants peering

through their underwater windows,

eyeball to eyeball with passing fish and

flapping seaweed.

Though developers are missing the boat,

scientists are stepping in. In January, a

gathering at the New York Academy of

Sciences discussed the toll of climate

change on their sea-wrapped metropolis,

and the literal barriers that might ward it

off. What’s an island “nation” like

Manhattan to do in the face of rising

waters and storm surges? This was the

question posed by Douglas Hill, an

engineer who edited The Baked Apple:

Metropolitan New York in the Greenhouse

almost a decade ago, and is still (and

maybe more) anxious today. Hill and

Malcolm Bowman, an oceanography

professor from the State University of New

York-Stony Brook, shared the platform to

discuss the chances of protecting the

populated urban shore.

Their presentation offered a glimpse of

tomorrow’s weather events, when hurri-

canes, packing the extra wallop of the

changed climate, would combine with

rising waters. That mounting height and

flooding would construct an inescapable

situation, Hill observed. “When do you

plan for a flood?” the scientist-scholar

asked. The answer to this classic question:

“Too late.”

When in foam, do as the Venetians do.

Attempts to defend these fragile shores are

getting off the ground in places — from

New Bedford, MA, which has long relied

upon a rocky hurricane barrier, to New

Orleans, which struggles to find ways to

protect its precarious perch below sea

level. In Europe, Venice introduced

adjustable barriers to prevent tidal flood-

ing. The Netherlands, a parent of water

protection, has constructed barricades,

places for inland flow to run off safely, and

even amphibious houses that bob up and

down as the seas come and go, Hill

pointed out.

But barriers are not enough. We need to be

creative about alternatives, endorsing

efforts like the New England governors’

and eastern Canadian premiers’ work to

implement CO2 reductions, and Portland,

Ore.’s success in shrinking emissions to

levels of a decade and a half ago. We need

fossil-fuel alternatives and conservation,

not rich self-protectionists tiffing at

offshore wind turbines. We should, as

Warburg says, pursue an industrial-scale

energy shift, and we must reduce

consumption. We must mitigate and guard

against rising seas. And though

Washington retreats, this nation—which

contributes 25 percent of the world’s

carbon emissions—should, at the very

least, join the rest of the industrial world

in following the Kyoto Protocol.

If we protect our shores, we protect

ourselves. The need is great, and the only

thing weirder than the weather is the fear

or myopia that stops us from acting. If our

Wordsworthian “getting and spending”

chokes our initiative as it has cloaked our

world, then we’ll have sunk our planet—

and ourselves.

Jane Holtz Kay, architecture/planning critic

for The Nation and author of Lost Boston

and Asphalt Nation, is currently writing

Last Chance Landscape, a book on global

warming
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Denial is a normal and understandable

reaction to very bad news that shakes the

foundations of day-to-day life. Human beings

maintain their sanity and stability by trying

their best to maintain a sense of structure,

order and continuity in a world full of jarring

moments when fundamental beliefs and

assumptions suddenly are called into

question. This mechanism can, however,

cause us to ignore important warnings that

the foundations on which our definition of

“normal” rests may be far more fragile than

we think.

This phenomenon recently played out on a

very large stage in late August and early

September 2005 when Hurricane Katrina and

its aftermath acted out a drama that had been

predicted by scientists and disaster planners

for decades—the flooding of New Orleans. It

is hard to blame people for having a hard

time planning for every daily reality of their

lives changing, their neighborhood, home,

workplace, coffee shop, favorite restaurant

and school suddenly becoming uninhabit-

able—ask yourself if you can easily imagine

and handle the image of your neighborhood

suddenly being swept away.

Yet in a very real way all of us live in a state of

denial far greater than that found in New

Orleans on August 28, 2005. Every day our

cars and power plants put more Carbon

Dioxide into the atmosphere than the earth

can recapture, every day we increase this

reservoir of greenhouse gas pollution in the

sky, every day we destabilize our climate a

little more. The effects of the change in the

Earth’s climate are already appearing. Every

summer the Arctic ice cap gets smaller and

smaller. The glaciers of Greenland, Russia,

Alaska and Canada are in full retreat. We are

witnessing record year after record year on a

global basis as the average temperature of the

Earth rises, putting more water into the air

and warming our oceans, sparking more

intense precipitation events and more intense

hurricanes and monsoons.

The predictable effects of the warming

climate on New England are sad and clear. We

will lose our signature fall foliage as tree

species change, we will see more and more

tropical and sub-tropical diseases, we will see

the level of the ocean inexorably rise wiping

out our beaches and our coasts. This is

detailed in many places including

Conservation Law Foundation’s Heritage 

In Peril and the government and scientific

reports it draws upon. But the more disturbing

thought is the less predictable impacts—the

unpredictable impacts as glaciers melt and

sea currents change, fundamentally changing

our climate, our weather and our coastline in

dramatic fashion.

The scientists tell us that we need to take

action. That we need to reduce our emissions

of greenhouse gases like Carbon Dioxide by

70 to 80%. This will require a fundamental

shift in our society, economy and lives. But we

can and must do it. We must demand that

our government at every level take on this

challenge. We must demand that business

embrace, rather than resist, this fundamental

shift. And in our lives we need to be mindful

of the implications of our actions. We must

remember that every gallon of gasoline we

burn is another 19.8 pounds of Carbon

Dioxide that will linger in the atmosphere

through the lifetime of not just a child born

today but through the lives of their children

and grandchildren. We must remember that

flipping a light switch, turning up the heat in

the house and firing up the furnace in the

basement have the same long term repercus-

sions. Not that we should stop all driving,

lighting or heating—but we should remem-

ber that these actions have implications for

the future and we should always ask if each

action is worth the price. Because in a very

real way we all live in New Orleans, and we

all know in our hearts and our guts that the

hurricane will come some day and that we

must overcome our denial and take action 

to prepare.

Seth Kaplan is a Senior Attorney with the

Conservation Law Foundation and a 

member of the Brookline GreenSpace Alliance

Board of Directors. Seth and his family live 

in Brookline Village where they regularly visit

Emerson Garden.

Climate Change and the
World Economy
“When it was first suggested that global climate

change poses enormous risks and opportunities

to virtually every sector of our economy, many

doubted that Wall Street or institutional

investors would ever pay attention. This has

changed. Today, investors around the globe are

beginning to realize that climate change, and

emerging limits on greenhouse gas emissions,

will present new challenges for global compa-

nies and investors. Whether it’s cars in Canada,

aluminum in Europe, or electric power in the

United States, the carbon footprint of goods and

services made by U.S. companies is a growing

competitive factor as climate change represents

the largest environmental, political, and

economic challenge ever to face mankind.”

Mindy S. Lubber

President, Ceres

(Ceres’ mission is to “move businesses, capital,

and markets to advance lasting prosperity by

valuing the health of the planet and its people.”)

In addition to leading Ceres, Ms. Lubber directs

the Investor Network on Climate Risk (INCR).

INCR organized the Institutional Investor

Summit on Climate Risk at the UN

Headquarters and has been active coordinating

U.S. investor responses to climate change

through alliance programs and lobbying. Ms.

Lubber previously held leadership positions

such as Regional Administrator of the U.S.

Environmental Protection Agency; Founder,

President and CEO of Green Century Capital

Management; Founder of the National

Environmental Law Center; and Senior

Advisor and Communications Director to

former Governor Michael Dukakis.
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Denial And Its Implications
By Seth Kaplan

Mindy Lubber speaking in September at the Muddy
River Environmental Film Series, a film festival
sponsored by Brookline GreenSpace Alliance and
Coolidge Corner Theatre Foundation.
Photo by Jean Stringham



Italian Garden removed in 1955. Since that

time, some restoration of the landscape has

been undertaken, but there have also been

several attempts to introduce intrusive uses,

which advocates have resisted.

1953 – The Town acquired 16.8 acres of the

Dane estate, a woodland area with volcanic

formations, for recreational and educational

purposes, and an additional 6.8 acres of the

estate was donated to the Town by Edward

Dane. An active Friends group formed in

2000 has led a restoration effort.

1961 – D. Blakely Hoar bequeathed 25 

acres to Brookline as a bird sanctuary 

which, in 1969, became the Town’s first

sanctuary under the jurisdiction of the

Conservation Commission.

1973 – The five acre Sargent’s Pond 

conservation restriction was established.

The pond was part of the 19th century

Charles Sprague Sargent estate.

1975 – Brookline acquired Hall’s Pond,

located adjacent to the Cottage Farm Local

Historic District, as its second parcel of

conservation land. In the same year 

Josephine Albrecht founded the Friends of

Hall’s Pond, followed soon thereafter by the

Friends of Leverett Pond, founded by Arlene

Mattison and Betsy Shure Gross. Today there

are more than three dozen parks Friends

groups in Brookline.

1977 – The Town purchased the 1.6 acre

Amory Woods parcel.

1979 – Fairsted, Frederick Law Olmsted’s

home and offices at 99 Warren Street, became

a National Historic Site, allowing the Federal

Government to conserve plans and drawings

documenting the approximately 5,000 parks

and other landscapes the Olmsted firm

designed, and providing access to those

documents to researchers. The 1.76 acre

landscape at Fairsted has been restored by the

Park Service and represents a microcosm of

Olmsted’s best ideas. After an extensive

process, 5.35 acres of adjacent land from the

Gardner estate (Green Hill), then held by the

Brookline Land Trust, was transferred to the

National Park Service in 2001.

1981 – The Brookline Conservation Land

Trust, founded by Lee Albright, currently

protects approximately 7 acres in four

properties in various locations.

1982 – Lost Pond Sanctuary was created

when land near the Town landfill was trans-

ferred from the control of the Department of

Public Works to the Conservation

Commission. Intense advocacy was required

to accomplish this. Advocates included Lewis

Edgers, Terry Ann Vigil, Marian Lazar and

Jewel Mason.

1987 - 1988 – Brookline GreenSpace Alliance

was formed. Initiated by Michael Berger and

Mary Dewart in 1987, the organization was

founded in 1988. The Alliance, a non-profit

501(c)(3), is a Town-wide open space

advocacy and education organization with 43

organizational members and approximately

1,000 individual members.

1994 – New Lincoln School was built on the

old Park School site. The 3.86 acre site, which

also houses the Brookline Music School in the

antique Hill-Kennard-Ogden house, retained,

through careful design, substantial open

space for a play area. An active committee 

led by parents uses the site’s open space as a

teaching tool.

1995 – Brookline GreenSpace Alliance initi-

ated a review of the maintenance and

management of the Town's open spaces. As a

result, the Task Force on Open Space was

created; the Task Force drew in elected

officials, Town management, representatives

of boards and commissions and open space

advocates in a collaborative process. Over a

period of three years the Task Force accom-

plished a review of parks and open space

management in the Town resulting in a

reorganization of parks management to

enhance service and an increase in mainte-

nance dollars to protect open space assets.

1999 - ongoing – The Campaign to Preserve

St. Aidan’s, led by Diana Lees Spiegel and

many other Brookline citizens, worked to save

the forecourt and heritage trees as the historic

church property was developed for housing.

The Campaign’s efforts with respect to

preservation of the landscape have been

continuously supported by Brookline

GreenSpace Alliance.

1999 and 2003 – Two Massachusetts

Environmental Trust matching grants 

available to Community Foundations were

applied for and received by the Brookline

Community Fund. The grants, an aggregate

amount of $125,000, were matched 1:1 by

Brookline citizens. Brookline GreenSpace

Alliance assisted with the initial grant appli-

cation and with fundraising for the matches.

1999 – The Friends of Hall’s Pond launched

the Hall’s Pond Learning Project, now the

Town-wide Environmental Learning Project

managed by Brookline GreenSpace Alliance.

2002 – The completion of work at Hall’s

Pond marks the first restoration of an urban

wetland in Massachusetts.

2003 – The Richardson family created a

conservation restriction on about 2 acres

adjacent to Route 9, across from Brookline

Reservoir Park. The restriction is held by the

Brookline Conservation Land Trust.

2004 – Town Meeting approved initiating

discussions with the Commonwealth of

purchase of the 9.92 acre Fisher Hill 

Reservoir site from the DCR for use for 

recreational purposes.

This list was created by Werner Lohe, Chair 

of the Brookline Conservation Commission and a

Brookline GreenSpace Board member, and

Frances Shedd Fisher, editor of PLACE and a

founding Board member of Brookline GreenSpace.

Much of the information in this list is derived

from research done by historian and Brookline

Preservation Planner, Greer Hardwicke. The

editor wishes to extend particular thanks to Ms.

Hardwicke for her assistance.

In addition, we wish to acknowledge the wealth 

of information about Brookline open spaces  to 

be found in the Brookline Conservation

Commission’s Open Space Plan 2000.

An expanded version of this history including

additional entries is available on our website,

www.brooklinegreenspace.org
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A Tercentennial Tour 
of Historic Brookline

On October 2, 2005, the Alliance and Chobee

Hoy Associates Real Estate, Inc. sponsored a

trolley ride through Brookline to consider

patterns of development and the integration

of open space since the early 19th century.

Greer Hardwicke, Preservation Planner for

the Town (shown above on the trolley), led

the tour and provided the historical perspec-

tive. Stops on the tour included New Lincoln

School, Brookline Reservoir Park, Blake Park

(near Aspinwall Hill), Beacon Street, Amory

Playground, Monmouth Park, Longwood

Mall, Riverway and Olmsted Parks, The

Lindens and numerous other historical sites.

At right, the trolley departs from Town Hall.
Below that, a view of Brookline Reservoir Park, a
stop on the tour. The bottom photo shows the
reception at Chobee Hoy’s office, 18 Harvard
Street, after the ride.All photos by Judy Wong

Stay Connected

Visit our  website at 
www.brooklinegreenspace.org and find updated
information on programs, events and  informa-
tion about open space issues in Brookline.
You’ll also find an open space map and contact
information for all the Park Friends Groups
in Brookline.

Join our email list serve and you’ll receive
important updates and time-sensitive information
pertinent to open space in Brookline. Just send us
an email at info@brooklinegreenspace.org to let
us know you want to join. 
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Growing
Green: 
Brookline GreenSpace
Alliance Hosts Tour 
of Richardson Family
Conservation Land
June 2005

(Clockwise starting at left) Peggy Richardson introduces Scheri Fultineer of Reisen Design Associates, land-
scape designers. Ms. Fultineer is advising the Richardson’s on conservation of the land.
Photo by Marian Lazar

Peggy Richardson,Arlene Mattison, BGSA President, and Roberta Schnoor, member of the Brookline
Conservation Commission, chat during the garden reception before the tour of the land.
Photo by Marian Lazar

Attendees of the event begin the trek to the conservation land.The conservation restriction, a gift of the
Richardson family to the community, prevents development of the land. Photo by Erica Mattison

Attendees gather in the area of the conservation restriction, about two acres adjacent to Route 9,
across from Brookline Reservoir Park. Ms. Fultineer explains theories of conservation and describes the
exceptional array of very old trees and other plant materials. Photo by Erica Mattison

Mary Dunlap and Alison Reeves discuss gardening in the warm June sunshine. Photo by Marian Lazar  

Friends of BGSA gather to chat after the tour of the conservation land. Photo by Erica Mattison
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3rd Annual BGSA
Watershed Walk

Kate Bowditch, an hydrologist and Brookline
GreenSpace Board member, leads early fall tour of
ponds, streams and park land in Olmsted Park, and
explains the critical importance of open land and
streams as rain water drains to the Charles River.
Photos by Judy Wong

Good luck, Tina!
Tina Oddleifson, Brookline GreenSpace Alliance

Executive Director since 2001, is moving to

Maine with her husband, Tony Lawless. Tina’s

management skills and Tony’s culinary arts skills

will be put to new uses running Pilgrims Inn on

Deer Isle, "a particularly beautiful part of coastal

Maine," according to Tina. Tina’s many accom-

plishments while with BGSA included her

effective efforts to strengthen the commitment to

open space reflected in Brookline’s

Comprehensive Plan. In addition, Tina managed

the expansion of the Hall’s Pond Learning

Project into the town-wide, BGSA run,

Environmental Learning Project.

Tina’s professionalism and deep commitment to

the natural environment set a new standard for

BGSA staff. Our Board extends its thanks and

very best wishes to Tina in her new career.

Muddy River Environmental Film Series
Building on a very successful film event at the Coolidge in 2004, Brookline GreenSpace

Alliance and the Coolidge Corner Theatre Foundation presented a week-long environmental

film festival in September, the first in the Boston area. While covering an array of environ-

mental subjects, the festival focused on the urban setting. Featured speakers were Doug Foy,

Governor Romney’s Secretary of Commonwealth Development, Mindy Lubber, President of

Ceres, and Seth Kaplan, Senior Attorney, Conservation Law Foundation and member of the

BGSA Board. Among other special program events was a particularly popular one for organic

‘foodies.’ Kate Bowditch, of Charles River Watershed Association and Chair of the BGSA

Program Committee, spearheaded the planning for the festival along with Joe Zina, Executive

Director of the Coolidge Corner Theatre. The Blossom Fund, Wainwright Bank, and

Marjorie Harris Reynolds Foundation were major financial sponsors of the film festival.

Shown at right at the September 22nd

opening, Robert Glassman, Co-Chairman of

Wainwright Bank, Joe Zina, Kate Bowditch,

Arlene Mattison, Tina Oddleifson, and

Cozette Carroll. Photo by Jean Stringham

Photo by Judy Wong
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Linden Park and Linden Square are located

near the heart of Brookline Village. The

Peabody and Stearns designed St. Mary of the

Assumption Church, with its high spire,

anchors the corner on Harvard Street near

the entry to Linden Park. It is the more public

of the two parks, readily visible from Harvard

Street. It is bounded on one side by Linden

Street which features some substantial Greek

Revival houses, most notably numbers 12 and

19. Although modified, number 9 still

contains its Greek Revival bones. Linden

Square is quieter and more private. It is

bounded by several Gothic Revival houses,

most notably numbers 1 and 9 Toxteth Street,

the latter being the Bowditch House, a stop

on the Underground Railroad.

Across Linden Square at 4 Perry Street stands

one of the finest examples of the Greek

Revival style in Brookline. (The house was

moved from its original site on Linden Place

in 1903.) The house was constructed in 1843

for William Wellman, a Boston banker. *

The Lindens area land was originally an apple

and cherry orchard, part of what was called

Holden Farm, which belonged to the Davis

family. The parks were part of a residential

development laid out by Thomas Aspinwall

Davis and designed by Alexander Wadsworth,

a well known civil engineer of the period and

topographical engineer for Mt. Auburn

Cemetery in Cambridge. In 1842, Thomas A.

Davis bought three quarters of his mother’s

and James Holden’s share of the land,

“being and lying in the center of said

Brookline being divided in two parts

by the county road leading from

Brookline to Cambridge and called

Harvard Street and being the same

land of the said Lucy held in virtue of

her right of dower in the estate of her

late husband Ebenezer Davis...”

The next year, in 1843, Thomas A.

Davis laid out this property in lots on

a plan drawn by Alexander

Wadsworth, and sold the lots at

auction. An auction notice for the lots

described the development: “The

situation is delightful, commanding a

full view of the city and connected with a

rural spot that is unequalled in the country.”

Along with the subdivision of the land, Davis

wrote in a number of restrictions related to

the use of the lots and the open space that

went along with the property. Each owner

held a right in common to Linden Park, and

the Court (now Pierce Street) and Avenue

(Linden Street) were “to be forever kept open

for the use and proprietors of Linden Place...”

Each lot was sold with the condition that “no

building shall be erected upon said tracts

within thirty feet of Harvard Street or of the

Court or Avenues laid down on said plan

...the only buildings to be erected upon said

land or placed thereon, shall be dwelling

10

Historical Profile: 

Linden Park with St. Mary’s at right. Photo by Marian Lazar

Map of Brookline Village showing the Lindens.

Early view of Linden Square with the Davis house at rear.
Courtesy Brookline Preservation Commission.
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houses and their appurtances [sic]

exclusive of all shopyards or conve-

niences for manufacturing or

mechanical purposes.”

Davis built himself a Gothic

Revival cottage that originally faced

Linden Park. (The house has been

moved to #29 Linden Place.) Davis,

who was elected Mayor of Boston

in 1844, was not to enjoy his

achievements for long as he died in

1845. In addition to the houses

already cited, several other houses

of the original development

remain. The area with its houses

was “considered at the time of their

erection, beautiful structures and

the colony was rather aristocratic. It

was a beautiful section of town the land to the

north and west, now covered with houses,

was then a beautiful woods, with a brook

running through it.”

In 1899, the Proprietors of Linden Place

released title and presented the land [now

Linden Park] to the Town with the “express

condition that said premises shall be forever

kept and maintained as a public park and

shall not be built upon or used for any other

purpose.” Linden Square remained connected

with the Davis house. By 1869, both belonged

to Asa Goodnow. In 1895, his daughter, Mary

G. Stone and her husband Leonard, conveyed

the open land to the Town with the intention

that it should “remain as a public ornamental

open space or park...”At the April 1, 1895,

Town Meeting the Park Commissioners were

authorized to accept this gift of land known

as the “horseshoe lot.”

The area surrounding the two parks is

perhaps the earliest planned subdivision

in America, following principles encour-

aged by famed garden designer Andrew

Jackson Downing (1815 - 1852). Both

parks were renovated in the 1980’s. The

Linden Parks Association, formed in the

early 1980’s, is a member of the Brookline

GreenSpace Alliance.

Credits: Brookline Historical Commission

document on Brookline Parks: Greer

Hardwicke and Roger Reed

Floyd, Margaret, editor, Brookline Village

Walking Tours, 1981. Published by the

Brookline Preservation Commission

Historic Neighborhood Brochure, The

Lindens, 1996. Published by

Brookline Preservation

Commission. (Originally

prepared in 1986 by Carla

Benka, Greer Hardwicke,

and Leslie Larkin; edited in

1996 by Greer Hardwicke

and Roger Reed.)

We wish to acknowledge and

thank Greer Hardwicke,

Preservation Planner, for

particular assistance in

research for this article.)

*Editor’s Note: Behind the

house, at 20 Linden Place, the

original carriage barn for the

Wellman house, a grandson,

William A. Wellman, was born

in 1896. Wellman became a famous Hollywood

movie director, winning the first Academy

Award for best picture for “Wings” in 1928. He

also directed “Public Enemy,” “The Ox-Bow

Incident,” and “A Star is Born.”

The Lindens By Deborah Rivers

Linden Park. Photo by Marian Lazar

Linden Square. Photo by Marian Lazar
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Allandale, Brookline’s last
working farm
(Clockwise from the left)
Water lilies in the pond at
Allandale Farm, bee hives in
the background.

Pumpkins in the greenhouse
at Allandale Farm.

The tractor at Allandale,
essential equipment for farm-
ing in modern day America.

Looking west from the pond
toward the back of the 
produce market at Allandale.

Photos by Marian Lazar

funds for open space while considering the impact on our taxpayers. With the information gathered by a committee we will be better able to decide

if the CPA is a useful and appropriate tool for open space acquisition and other needs in Brookline. We applaud the Selectmen and believe they will

appoint people knowledgeable in taxation and municipal finance who will find similarities and differences we can learn from in other communities

and diligently analyze the pro’s and con’s on behalf of our Town’s citizens. BGSA knows that planning for open space preservation and acquisition

will help determine the health and quality of life of our Town for the next 300 years.

For more information about the CPA, see the Community Preservation Coalition’s website, www.communitypreservation.org.

CPA (continued from page 2)


